Sri Alagar Kovil Stala purana 



This ancient Barata Varsha has been famous and* 
eminent in many ways in this world and has been shining ljj^ 
crest-jewel ever since the dawn of human civilisation, 
among the causes that contributed to this unique position she 
been occupying was the marvellous advance her ancient arts 
had made in the field of Archaeology in w hich India has ei 
been and is even to this day excelling over other couQtri e 
Needless to say that India reached a perfection in these 
unknown in many other countries and the evidence for the sar 
has been best preserved mostly in our ancient shrines ant 
temples, studded throughout the length and breadth of this 
holy land. Sculptural and Architectural monuments have 
truly considered as “Frozen Music", "Frozen History' 1 or “Lastil 
Links that bind the unknown past) with the bound less future. 
Fven in their ruins’ these mighty monuments and mutilate 
sculptures of an age gone by, still hold the torch aloft for rntem 
quest after the Light Divine. Among our ancient Shrines and 
i Teroplfes which ha\c been the main centres where these haw 
been preserved to a tolerable degree and are still reputed to 
famed for their Sculptural and Architectural beauties, the Tem¬ 
ple of Lord Alagar at Thirumahrunjolaimalai occupies a unique 
position. 




There are many items 
archaeological in this Temple 
of which the most important ones alone 


° interest both historical a' 
and its picturesque environmi 
are noticed below. 

This Temple - City consists of two Forts. One the * 

of Alagapuri which is about 2400 ft bv i-2nn r* ** * 

, r 4j<:uu U- and the ot 
Inc rort of Iranyan or as some style it, the fort of 

of more than 100 acres. The mr — 

The on 


comprising an area 
situate in the latter or inner Fort- 
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circuit the ancient and famous city of Alagapun over which 
Qneen. Ulupi i s stated to have reigned- There is also a tradi¬ 
tion that it was Queen Alii or Chitrangadha that ruled in the 
Alagapuri Fort- This is not probable. Her principal capital 
tfas Manaturej otherwise known as Manipura, Needless confusion 
has been brought upon, in an effort to identify Ulupi with Chit¬ 
rangadha by scholars. Professor H. H- Wilson refers to Ulupi 
as the daughter of the Serpefit King of Manipura (J. R- A. S- 
Vol- III Art- IX page 199). Captain Fell opined that the reference 
to the episode of Chitrangadha as daughter of Malaya Dwaja 
was an interpolation in the South Indian recensions of the Maba- 
batatha consequent on the fact that Chitrangadha^ father ts 
referred to as Chitravahana else where* He did not, it is stated, 
feel it safe to identify Malaya Dwaja with Chitravahana. He 
further felt difficulties in trying to identify Madura with am 
pura. Sr», V- Katiakasabhai also has shared in these views* 

A careful analysis of the relevant passages m the Mala¬ 
bar atbAv ill reveal the fact that Chitravahana 
been one of the foremost mOparch^oU p ubajgheDd j In his 

many other names besides „ ca u 5 him as Chitrangadha 

immortal poem 4 Alh Arasani * ^ Alii married Partha 

Pandya and states that h«s all Jj " him a ^ Babruvahaua by 
or Arjuna in her ^ ^ MaJia ^tha which 

name. The Tamil £■* ^ q( ^ work by Kallapdlai 

closely follow the poe^L ^ narae5 *!*> su ch as 

refers to (2bitravah»n*^ * Usith aii, Koader-Korann, Then 

VMhudhi - Maran, Oonr.y ■ #****&** tTw 

van, Panchavjm ^n cleady find that Chitravahana had 

thc - pravi lUg. 

Mat ' ip M r :^.' ih ^ 0 s:"! .trchi—ban^ c^...« — 

it P cl 
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famous daughter Queen Chitrangadha 
more popularly known as Queen Alii (Adhi r>, ” 

- «7, Chitcungadha had another Capita! * JS^. 

It was near the precincts of Manalure, that Ari, 8i 

engaged in battle with his own son Babrnvahana ChllmnF 
son and became worsted by him when he vi^f^ 
once again when he followed his brother’s Asvamedha hJ? 
svamedha Parva - 79) Sahadeva also has visited this Manak 
* When engaged in the military exploits connected with the Kail* 
suya Dig Vijayam of his brother. Babmvahana was considered 
as the‘son 1 of Chltmvahana, his maternal grand father, by the 
Putrika - Putra - Dhartna Nyaya. This Pravira or Chitravahana 
or Malayadwaja was killed in the battle at Hastinapura by 
Aswath&ma {Kama Parva Ch. 50 - 1 to 44) after a most ihdlp 
ing contest. While Kauravya was the name of Ulupi's father 
and Iravan was the name of her son through Arjuna whom she 
ha* married {Adhi Parva 23 4-35), it is difficult to understand 
why should any occasion have arisen for trying to identify Uiupi 
with Chitrangadha and land oneself in consequent complexities?. 
It may be also noted that for Lhe great function at the Aswa- 
mod ha Sacrifice at Hastinapura, Babruvahatia goes there along 
with his mothers Chitrangadha or Alii and Ulupi, the Kaga 
Queen. {Asvamedha Parva Ch. 69)* 

The tradition that the Naga princess reigned at Alagar 
Hills is highly probable from tl>c fact that Alagar Hills is one of 
the favourite places of Naga worship as evidenced by th c 
hundreds of Nagas, in the Naganathar Temple there. In ^ 
Naganathar Temple at the Madhavec Mnndapam high up in d*®' 
Hills, one can see to this day Nagas chiselled on the rocky 
of the Hill itself. That Queen Uiupi w r as a Malabar las» 
Naga princess and “l>clonged to a land near the Pandya couo 
s opined by scholars is confirmed by the fact that the 

was during this time a most powerful and ®* lc 
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various 

vfth glowing descriptions of the Great Forts and fortified 

" ". n olir ancient land. Many at them are now no more* Even 

^historic Forts of Tanjore, Trichmopoly and Madura ete r , 
l" b they belong to our present millennium are now no more* 
ifiiJUlf ^ t ^ c ground and with no substantial historic remnants 
^^Lnind us of our past mighty prowess, they all stand 
^[iterated- Fortxmately and providentially there yet stands the 
t of Alagapuri guarding within its mystic enclosure Lord 
Alagat’ 3, shrine- It is surely the hand of divinity that has chosen 
yet to preserve the Fort of Alagapuri at once historic, romantic 
*nd picturesque- The remnants of the various Fortresses? fort- 
aliees- bastions and the high and mighty ramparts with im¬ 
pregnable battlements bnttt with un strut able contrivances, and 
designs make one’s imagination reel with the thoughts as to how 
our ancients had designed their organisations both defensive and 
offensive* In the absence of these informations from our histories 
*e have naturally to seek them from our classics like Sitappadi- 
pram? Jeevaka Chintluunam and other works* These give 
certain details of our ancient defensive and offensive weapons, 
which must be applicable to Alagapuri Fort also, since from 
Sri Per iyal war's time (B- C. 3055), it was a fortified city, as 
already noticed. Silappadigaram (XV 207 ^16' and Jcfivaka 
Chinthamani a Jaina Work, <1 St* 101 — 104) give a detailed 
description of the ancient missiles of war as obtained during the 
reign of Nedunchczhian and his succeeding Pandyan monarchy 
They were as follows :— 

big storks, angry owls. 


Mechanical tigers, monkeys, 


• i 


ants, and angry looking snakes that swallowed men, eagles 
looked like Yama, pigs, swans that spat fire, cruel horses 
' *of themselves charged the enemy, bows that shot their own 
fr <ms, fowls Lhal pecked at the assailants, angling rods, 

cut off heads, mac v: - 
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vhich crushed heads; beams so arranged as 


that would force open the gate; machines 


that 


shattered all around boiling copper, boiling sted, 
the hundred killer, machines for throwing down and tea 
people; visible demons ; swords that went on killing t 

foe; burning balls of iron; carts that were propelled by mach"* 
ary; engines like the black-fingered monkeys for biting 
missiles such as spears, lances, iron forks, stakes, chai 
bundles of arrows etc. 


ns. 



Both the Alagapuri and Hiranyan forts are surrounded 
by strong? massive, broad and high walls with a number of battle 
merits, and fortalices which arc still strong and in good condition 
in many places. The walls of both the forts form a very interest¬ 
ing piece of study. The ravaging hand of time has not beds 
harshly laid upon the ancient walls of Queen Ulupi’s city 
though more than 5000 years have now gone by. After a scrutiny 
of the construction of the fort walls of both the inner and outer 
forts. Sir James Grigg until recently finance Member to the 
Government of India, and who some time ago visited this institution 
said that the zig zag way in which the stones were dressed for 
the construction of the walls of the fort Eind the aspect of its 
battlements reminded him of similar structures in the ruined fort 
walls of Troy and other contemporary cities. 

There are four main gates to this temple. The chief and^ 
most important of which is the Stone Gateway in the South I art 
Wall. Entering the fort through this gate and passing througl 1 
the picturesque Central Main Road flanked by beautiful avt*nu*-^ 
the visitor will notice on his left at its northern *end, a m j 
wonderful structure, a protected monument, going by the o* J 
of Thirumalai Nayakkar Mandapam, It is a magnificent buildup 
in which we could see the statues of Thirumalai Nayak and 
Ouecn and his brother Muthalu Naick (the second in the S 0 '® 
ment) and his consort, wrought on two opposite pillars, win*- ^ 
admirable pieces of work that should be preserved for the 
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Iife-stee statue of 
tdered to he the 


Thirutnalai Kayak 

finest* t] 


this Man< 


jeS0 far found ava.lable or extent though t ^ 

■vaitable ones even in the Prakara of this ,, man >’ 
^Maduro. Srivillipottur and “ 

of these is fashioned by a master of the art Th" E ' er> 
p , ydia5 that was responsible for these magificentTtatl^ 
stated to be Th.rumala s Royal Sculptor and Architect, Sum.n 
tra Moorthi- As one author puts it t+ even the fa 
for which he was notorious is 


depicted ** in these Thfrumala*s 


ir round belly 
realistically and itnflatteringly 
Statues- The description of 
Thirumalai Knyak by Father H. Heras in Q. J, M- S. XV. 209 * 

213 excerpted below [s most faithfully and exactly illustrated in 
the Statue at Alagar Hills- ( * Thirumala b shown here as the 
heir of all the bodily characteristic of the Nayak family* but all 
these qualities are developed in him in an extraordinary manner, 
as showing practically that all the good qualities of his ancestors 
were combined in him and carried to a supreme degree of per¬ 
fection. His broad jaw, his powerful shoulders, his tremendous 
hips, his strong gigantic legs, and even his protuberant abdomen 
bulging out over the belt, are some of those features which -»c 
may sec in almost all the proceeding statues, are here Carrie out 
.0 "an extreme degree of development. These 
acteristics in the Statue of Thirumala are u 1 J"‘ n 
the spiritual qualities inherited also 


his forefathers- rl 
]ti a ruined condition 


The building wherein these |^ U ^ V ||&tanfttn at renovation, 
And is engaging the attention o , ^, eS t of the Bsg t-ar 

Just opposite the Nayakkar M ;in ^ , the vast and spacious 

Stand ami Mandapam one could stto^ g ^ vaulted shucm^ 

Pal ace of the Kayaks with its h gh « Ev en .» 

no. in the last stages ^ 

condition the palace re ’" m Kj s of y ore ‘ A . hin , structures is 
and glory 0 [ the Nayak .. f these v; - nl "'_J more fit for 
■ound the cloisters and halls o ^ JegfCC , a think 
rilling and thought provokmb 
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Car Stand and Mandapam with it* gorgeous Car. 


Opposite the Palace on the eastern side of the 
street there is the Car Stand with its “gorgeous Car”, 
once stood the "Amaitha Narayanan Car” referred to in 
( 13 , 14 , 13 / 32 ). 

Of the three Gopurams of note in this temple, 
Goptaram,” “Padinettampadi GopnrEim’' and “Thou da man c t 


puram'MM* E. R. 306, 33130) each has a special note of inter 
Raya Gopurarn having a historical importance and the Padir 
tampadi Gopuram having a religious ini porta nee and the Than- 
daman Gopurarn the reminiscence of a Bakta*s devotion. 

The Ir*van ©r Hiranyan Fort Gate. 

This fs reputed to have been once a grand entrant 
Until about a year or two ago, it was completely dilapidat 
but is now renovated to afford a safe passage to the iruiet 
areas. 

B 

Raya Gopurarn. 

Some attribute the construction of this Raya Gopurarn ta 
Thirumalai N .1 y .1 k. According to the Mruttiynnjsya. Manus'-, 
cripts G4 such Gopurams are said to have been commenced- P'S 
according to the History of the Carnatic Governors.. 96 
Gopurams are said to have been commenced. The Raya Gopurat 
here is in an utterly dilapidated condition. Seeing" that it 
in a dangerous condition the passage is now closed for 
But .t IS well worth a visit on account of its splendid accum. 
t.ons of excellent stone carvings and its historic connect 
Kama Raja Maharaja, and Thirumalai Deva Maharaja arestat 
to have begun the construction of these many Gopurams. N< 
of which was ever completed. Scholars are not agreed as 
I,able or possible reasons for the abandonment of the 
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btilf finished condition. Even in their present c 

are worth preserving. All these have been l^d out 
a d and mighty plan, almost all similar in design but for 

^ Snch Copurams are even to this d ay found .. 
Snrcngum, Chidambaram and various other places. But 
jione can vie with the height* she and grandeur and the fine carv¬ 
ings of the imposing structure at Sri Alagar Hills. One can to this 
day see its massive pillars and stately gateways standing to a 
height of about 50 ft and over* The construction of these Gopu- 
lams have been regular feats of engineer!ng f commanding the 
admiration of the world for centuries and centuries. Other note¬ 
worthy features about this Gopuram are* the engravings and 
inscriptions there at carved in Grantha and Tamil. The pillar 
door-post on the western side of the entrance a monolith some 
50" X 3' bears the Royal emblem and insignia of the Vijayanagar 
dynasty* One can clearly note with interest the Boar fVamha), 
Conch, Chakra* Crescent and the Sword—all emblems of the 
Vi ja van agar .Kingdom. There is one other ancient shrine inhere 
the emblem oi Vijayanagar Royal House is found engraved. 
This is in North Th iruppathi-. But the engraving 
neither clear 

Alagar Hills. HcreH^H _ 
on the opposite pillar there is engraved .he crescent Moon to 

show the Junar dynastic descent of the Vijayangar ™ 

beneath which .s ao .nscuptio. Dynasty-M. E. K- 

the names of the various kings 

93 / 29 * 

Vanai Vahana Mandap* 1 * 1 * . . uopular 

. 1JSt have been one of the m&i pop 

pngmally this h been even the Sangam 

ft might have __ rtfh „ r « ually 

Krishna's shrine or 


there is 

nor very distinct and complete as it is in the Sri 

\ -r:iv • :u rl-t: r-TC ilKtr active. JllSL 









Sannadliis of the city- 

Mentioned Bala Deva's or full of- 

'"cnerated shrine. It is » W*?****^ depicting the !-*■ and 
its and statues and attract*.• 

.tars of Sri Mata Vishnu supper.e 
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have been deeply touched by the admirable beauty of t|j r * 
nettampadi Gopuram* From this it appears that the esH 
the Gopuram is more ancient than Sri Godha + s time, Sri 


Hills and when he had just neared the Temple addresses ^ ' 
daughter in a deeply devotional and reverential manner ^ 
already referred to at page 75 supra. It is clear from the cxcerptl 
from the Gudha Parmaya (page 75) in what high esteem were * 
the ft IS steps ” and the high, lofty and beauitifui Gopuram was 
held and with what deep veneration and piety and fear Sri Peri- 1 
yahvar enjoins upon his daughter Sri Godha to perform the 
profoundest pranamams towards this shrine even with her head * 
touching the ground. Note every word of his injunction and * 
command 11 ^ f^TrCTr Stfui TfF^ ’ Another noteworthy feature \ 
was that the Temple was stated to have bean entered not by the 
Padinettampadi Gopura Dwara but through another entrance, 

( opposite to which is reputed to 

the Puahkarani of the Temple of Subramania which tradition 
says now' lies buried underground and on the south of the | 
Fushkafam. 

Access to the Temple is then had through the entrance 
called Vandivasal situate to the north of Sri Padincttanipadi a 11 ^ 
west of the ancient entrance to Hills. Entering this VflJtdjfyj j 
the visitor finds himself in the place called Yathirajan Tbi 1 ^ 
muttarn*— a spacious quadrangle of 300 X 150 ft. 

SH Rama and Sri Lakshnaana Granaries. 



JfWl nnuia -- —-- - -" 

In the Yathirajan square on the northern side of 
cut domc'topped Structures reminiscent of Budhistic 
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f a very peculiar design and workmanship are m 
° are stated to be the ancient granaries of the Temple, Both 
ll cll into ruins. After necessary renovations bath have 
** converted into reservoirs for storing water for the 
sibilants of the Temple and fort areas- 

jCodai Thbru 11811 ! Mandftpam, 

This is situated on the southern side of the Yathirajan 
g rC just west of the back portion of the Padinettampadi 

^oparat 11 - The first three days of the Chaitrothsavam is per- 
iormed here. On ordinary days, it is converted into a choultry 
for the pilgrims’ stay- 

Sri Manavalanaamuni Sannadhi. 

This is situated west of the Kodat Thirunat Mandapam* 
Since the Garbhagraham has fallen into ruins and decay the 
idols have been removed to the inside of the temple and housed 
along with the A1 wars. West of the Manavalamamuni San- 
nadhi are the Sanuadhis of Sri Udayavar and Sri Thiruk- 
kachchi NambL 
Kalysna Mandapam. 

In this quadrangle and joined to the Thondaman Gopn- 
ram of the temple is one of the most ancient and magnificent 

pieces of architecture the visitor has ever met. t is e a I 

„ , , t . Mr.vak oeriod as may be seen tram 

Kalyana Mnndapam of the , y P ^ ^ ^ 

the style and technique of os jbrM Maodapam . 

the eastern side at the en _ . ' and aoppotted by artistic 

flanked fay verandahs on w Rj tba , Wece responsible for 
colonnades, ed;f - M . They are supposed to be 

Ihe construction of tn ^ # aod visvanatha II (Brothers 

Krishnappa or Peny» The sculptural beauty one meets 

and joint fiiutjs 1 ^ unsurpass^dj which for boldness of 

with there is unriva o xee . a tian have few equals or rivals, but for 
design ami hnenesa ” - a t jjc temple of Sri Meenakshi at 
a few other siniU** 

L 39 
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is an admiration even tor 

two aspects of Sri Nrisimhavathara, 

Garudaruda Vishnu, Rati and Manmatha, Sri Trivikrat 
Lakshmi-Vamha* all full size representations are simply 
lous and seem to he divinely inspired- For delicacy of del 
and exuberance of decoration, and fancy's freedom to which the 
Alagapuri Fhydias has given the fullest play in these statues at^ 
alto-relievos, it would be indeed difficult to find parallels. Almost 
every 1 Rasa f is here represented- Tire re lined grace with which 
Sringara is depicted in Man mat ha and Rati, the terrible Raudia 
and the awe inspiring Veera depicted in both the statues of Sri 
Nrlsimha and the soul curdling Bayanaka and Bibatsa depict¬ 
ed in the face and frame of UiranyakasEpu, the marvellous 
nature of the Adhbutha in the statue of Trivikrama Avatara, the 
benevolence or the Kanina in the face of the Viswaroopa 
Krishna's statue, the Vatsalya portrayed in Lakshmi-Varaha 
and the serene SantE and the deeply devotional posture of 
humility of Sri Anjancya depicting a selfless Bakti are all items 
each worth a study by itself- fu every idoJ you can meet the 
vandal's hand at work- 

peculiar conditions of our history. Such special Kalya na Mati&m- 
pams are very rare and arc to lie mot with, ill a Jew 
ancient shrines only. Velurc in the North Arcot District can 
boast of a fine Kalyana Mandapam where also the South Indian* 
Sculptor has exhibited the cunning of his hand- The sculptures 
there also are said to be of a marvellous nature. It is said 
the East India Company contemplated the careful removal ^ 
the Mandapam in parts and parcels to be re-erected at Bright 
in England under the iogia of,the then Prince Regent- But 
. vessel which was to have carried, this Saqred Treasure 
English shores is stated to have foundered in the sea aT,,: 

' consequently abandoned 
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jiinian Gopuratn. 

This is next entered from the Nayakkar KaI ,_ . 
this Gopnram with the grand Dwarapalakas of peculiar vro 
jnansWp >s reputed to have been constrocted by ThondaTTna 
son of Kalingaroyar of Seluvattur whose figure is sculptured i„ 
one of the Pillars in the Mandapam. Its age a difficult h, be 
fixed. fM- hi- R. 331 of 29). But it must certainly have been 
prior to the Nayak Dynasty when the later Kalvana Mandapam 
was built. Being the central and main Goparam its date must 
have been during the early Pandyan period. Though the origin 
of the construction of the temple 3& ascribed to the mystic past, 
recorded evidence shows that the temple was renovated from the 
Upana to the S'utui by Tiruv'alan Somnyajee under the orders of 
MahabaH t b ar ^avillidasa Banadhiraja in the year M64 A*D. 
{M* E. R. 307/30)* There haver also been subsequent periodical 


renovations. . j * 

After ■ nb ring the Thondaman Gopuram one approaches- 

Staff beneath which local tradition 
This is the third Prakaram of 


the famous Golden Flag 
Says uutol-.i L/casurts He buried. 

i t turning to the left wc enter this Mandapam. In this 
J " ra noteworthy statues that have a peculiar. 

corridor there an-h oH / and the connoisseur. The first and 
fascination for the • ^ weIIrin g some Yagnopav.tham. 

the fourth Statues see p4vjtranljl|a m T en E alai Tl, human 

The l>ancltakachciiam ; , d ; sting a>shiDg features. The 

and their short ear /‘"l. !cft ha nd side of the entrance to the 
next statue, t*e oocon^ of some distin^shed 

mdht, seems Vcera Snnkata. 

d one as t|w nct . k | acc u -,th 

tale dagger tucked up i 


A l war Sanrtal 0 ysu — 

ntrge probnl'b * ' . t> r acetetS' an£ ^ 

vt ,*» lJ5 , . - the te ]l - tale dagger IUVI 

J ! >l t [ir Vad fl cl tiin1, ,LbU b w the "Thopparatn'’ 
pendant or ^ gear resemWe^ '■ - 

the belt 5athndha SrJ Vnishnav v 

" vi iik i 
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5 This statue is 5'5" and stands on'a 

whole is sculptured in one single piece of granite 
statue that stands third from the right side of the entrat 
the Sri Alwar Sannadhi stands full 5 f 5 n and is similar in size 
dimensions to the second one and represents a Lin gay at devotee 
The devotee that has a statue put up for him could have 
been no ordinary personage. His Veera Srinkala, the bracelets, 
the armlets, with fingers profusely ornamented with fvnger 
rings and the dagger hanging in his belt and peculiar head dress 
all show' him to be some royal personage or 'a person of rank and 
distinction who must at the same time have been either a 
munificent donor to this shrine or must have been connected with 
some great and substantial Thiruppani or at least renovation* 
The problem of the presence of the statue of this Lingayat with 
his Tripundram, Thilakam and Kudraksha Mala besides thc^E 
necklace with the Lingam pendant hanging on his chest and with! 
ear rings of Rudraksha beads all demonstrating a strong Saivite 
leaning in this orthodox Vaishnavite shrine, is an intrigueing one. 1 
Lingayats are stated to be staunch Saivites* orthodox in their 
faith and rather intolerant of Vaishnavism. While so, how could 
the presence of the statue of a Lingayat, who evidently must j 
have been a most ardent devotee at this Hill Shrine, be satis¬ 
factorily explained ? Moreover, the very place, situation an(^ 
order in which these statues are placed appear to besom- 
appropriate and out of place that makes one think that t- 
pillars and statues have been purposely taken away or rem0 ^ 
from a more prominent place and relegated to an ummportan ^ 
less prominent quarter* Some critics place very much 
upon these points in support of their theory that this Hi ~ ^ 
was at one time a great Saivite or Subramanya Bthala* 
this is a problem for scholars of research to solve- 
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U Krishna*! Koil. 

W h,t is now called the Mettu Krishna, Koil (M F v* 
of 29) was constructed originally by Snnd-> 0 ^ ^ R ‘ 
he Mandapam in front is called " Koyil p Q n V DcVa ‘ 

^ Tu T , T “ that thiS was ecn 

g true ted by Siindara 1 andya who was responsible for gilding 
and plating the temple with gold through out- Evidence of such 
(*Id platings of even the floorings here has been in abundance 
cn til lately, in such places as the Aryan Mandapam and even 
now there are traces of this gold platings- This Stindara Pandya 
Deva has constructed a similar gold plated Mandapam at Sri- 
rengam- He has also installed at Srirengam an idol called *'Pon 
Mein da Ferumal” and his consort Sera Kula Valli". He cons¬ 
tructed there Alagiya Manavalan Mandapam, and Thirumultin 
PandaE etc and plated these with gold. 

After the construction of this Sundara Pandya Manda¬ 
pam it ■ became the chief Uthsava Mandapam where from, 
the decorated deity always started an procession- Here it 
was that the famous Kulasekharan Pandal or canopy was install¬ 
ed and Chedirayan Pcctam CM- E- R- 320/’30) constructed for 
the deity to l>e seated during the Thirukkalyanam- The celebra¬ 
tion of the Thirukkalyanam here, is referred to in an inscription 
at Tadikombu Temple also {M E* R. « of 

Aryan Mandapam- > 

Crossing ihe main aisle and the Golden Dw.)Wh.mfaa 

f . . fhe famous Aryan Mandapam that was once 

tho visitor enters the to ^ ^ ^ flif , h[ of steps to the 

fully plated Wit g ascenJei , onc , at . cs stance the marvellously 

Aryan Ma " dal ^ ||ed pillars, all monoliths and some of then, 

carved and chisc sma lkr encircling pillars within its cir- 

scooped out to reji _ ^ YaJis w ith rolling balls of stones 

cuit* exhibits 1 ’ Thc SuhraTnanya and Nrisimha and 

inside their "ioa ^ fflwi cxh1 bit the utmost fastidious* 

other fle urCB CJ 
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stone eaves of 

made of huge blocks of granite 
ir'era! feet long with proportianatc breadth. The up 

ese eav£S so fashioned as to exhibit a gracrfLlT 

curve while the lower portions disclose some of the ^ 
carvings representing long, thin, wooden rafters as they w 
radiating as if from a central point above the building"! j 
strengthened by purlins executed in complete relief. Similar ^ 
surround the porch of the Mettu Krishnan Koil. These must 



occupied the unknown Fhydias an expense of time and 


have 

that must have been very great. If a paratled to these fine 
works has to be seen, one can see it in the Sri Subram&nya 
Shrine at Sri Rrahadiswara Temple at Tanjore. This Ary**) 
Mandapam is a very ancient structure containing a wealth of 
inscriptions in “Vatteluthu' 1 i: Grantba ,p and f TamiI fl and Tai 
of the early Pandya, Raja Raja 1st and other Choi as and later 
Pandyas as well. Its age is snr missed to te of the 6th or 7th 
Century A, D, It appears to have been built or renovated by 
Raghavn Raja son of Thomarasyya (M. E.. R- 83 ol "281 and 
he called it Padiyetha Maiidapara. Raghava Raja's figure sculp¬ 
tured on the right hand side of the entrance to the Padiy&tha 
Mandapam stands in good relief and is worth seeing. TWA 
Padiyetha Mandapam has become to be subsequently kiw 
also as Aryan Mandapam. Though Raghava Raja has 
ructed this Aryan Mandapam, various other devotees also seem 
have helped in its construction. This is evidenced by the _ 
crip tion in the various pillars which have teen given by vanog 


devout individuals, whose names are 

pillars CM- E- R* "> of *31, and 314 of *30). 


noted in the donate 




rom 


Thiruma nda pa m, 

Mandapam one enters 

iru mandapam 
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ludithaperumal Munaj 
full name- The title et Myna 
d connection- The Temple of Kaptleswaram at the 
[apila Thirtham. Hill at Thmippathi owes its origin to a 
tajend^ Choi a Bcalima Marayan Munayadaraiyan (M. li. R. 

ir aiyan Mandapam is known as “ Aryan Vasal 1 '. Probably it 
was guarded by the warriors from the north in the same manner 
as the Goorka Guards are nowadays engaged in places that 
need special, careful and efficient watching- The Chola King also 
had a special fancy for the Aryn-Fadais or Aryan Battalions. 
Just as in modern days, cantonments for the military are esta¬ 
blished near capital cities, in the Chola period also the kings had 
such cantonments near their capitals; and unlike the present 
cantonments the ancient ones were known by the class of the 
military that occupi- d the cantonments. For example, the Arya 
Fadaiyure near Cho 1 Maligai ( Kuiubakonatrt} the Chola capital, 
was the cantonment of the Aryan Battalion- Similarly there were 
' other classes of Battalions occupying cantonments in other sur- 
jf rounding quarters around Chola Maligal, like Fompappadaiyure, 

Pudu ppadai vn re, Manalpadaiynre etc- Fadaiyure means a miht- 

arj cantomc'iiC- The name Arya (Battal) Padai Vaea] or eatmeoe 
» the Srirengam Temple must have had a s.nukr -*-■**- 
the Koil Olugu it is seep that the Ary aba ttal Vasal 

dstence since Kali 360. 

From the Muaa^dara^o ThUt^nd^ « 

second Frakaram of this ^ P s ^ounds the central shrine, 
ttfomi 3 ft. above the yard tf - northern wing one 

* a place marked with a brass pl&te'n^ g^^jicJichasda 

have a splendid D**j» °^Maodapa®, at the enl 
'ariam- In the Munai )* 1 1 r t j lC huge bronze 

►w* —itral shrill® can be. s®e - ■ 
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The Nam Kunram or Nangal K unram Prak art< 
named from the fact, as tradition has it, that all the God* 
tered around Sri Sundararaja in this Kunram and [ n 
for perpetual presence and Darsan and each claiming this R u , 
as "My Kunram” and so on, is reached after passing thro y 
the Malta Mandapam and Ardfiamandapam and is PranavakS! 
in shape circling around the central Sannadhi. The circular a| 
is quite an uncommon one* This Frakaram has many windo 
of artistically wrought stone trellis works of various designs. 

Sri Sometchchandn Vimanam. ] I 

This is stated in the Puranas to have been constructed 
by Visvakarma himself in the shape or Akara of the Moca. 
The meaning of the express ion Somachchanda is ‘'beautiful like 
the moon . T he Darsyu of the Somachchauda 

Viraanam and the Paravasu Devar in the Vimana is one of the 
rarest and most magnificent ones the devout pilgrim should net 
miss to have in his Yatras. The architecture of the central 
, shrine is of the Vesara Type. The shrine is circular. The 
Frakaram is circular. The origin oi this portion of the shiioe 
is in the mythical past. For a clear Darsan of the Vimana cue 
would ha *e to go up the terrace, through the terrace door, the 

key of which will bo with the watchman on duty at the Goi 

Flag Staff, 

Vaaanta Mandapam. 

*. V- A f ter finisbin£ a t0untl alo,, e ‘tie Mandapatns enumera 
above, the vis,tor should not fail to sec the ancient Vasan 
Mandapam wh.cii became ruined some years ago and * 
has now been renovated recently and where except on 
Vasamha festival days, Sri Sundararaja Curukula is run. !□ 

, antique bmldmg a small island - like building is situate far 
sea wg the Lord and for flooding the surrounding depth of 

an . • ike construction with water all around for a cool D 
ill the Vasarita Rithu. 


the 
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list 

le at A lagar 

Hari Hara himself. It might als 
ri Hara was responsible fo 
etc, here. 

Mtltikkinftr. 

Right in front of the Samiudhi of Sri < 

(Sri Godha was but an Incarnation of Sri Boodevi in 
^ there is a beautiful stone well (now unfortunately filled 
earth) that still goes by the name of Malahkinar. Tradit 
it that tn the interior portions of this well an idol of 
>odevL of exquisite beauty has been installed in ancient 
id that it was customary in this temple to have all 
iirmalya Garlands and Flowers of the Sannadhl consign® 
care of Sri Bhoodevi in this welt For, it is but appropri* 

Lt Sri Bhoodevi as the consort of the Lord should get 
iwers that she generated and gave to the Lord as '■ S 
lutha Nachiyar ” and cannot also miss the mystic signi* 
ince of this Malai-Kmar existing right in front of the Sanna- 
of Sri Soodi kudutha Nachiyar herself at Sri Alagar Hills, 
noteworthy feature is that Sri Ramanuja who was also 
as Koil Annan (which means that he was the spiritual 
Andal $n& so styled in recognition 


Soodh 


Sri Andal* 


ing hundred Thadas of 

ic by) and who 
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In froni 

dues of the Brother Kings appearing to be 
the Kalyana Mandapamj, and supposed to be Kri< 

Periyaveerappa and Visvanatha II (I 573 to 1595 ™Ajq|J 
Hach has an anklet in his right leg, one bracelet in his ri*t 
hand; 5 in the left hand, and 3 armlets in the right 
They wear car-rings of Rudraksha beads and RudrakshamaI2 
also. Their head-gears resemble those of the Vijayanagar 
sovereigns. 

Madhavee Mandapam, 

It is evidently so called because of the flowers of the sacred 
Madhavee creeper overhanging this Mandapam 

once. These Madhavee M and a pa ms must have been very popular 
ones in those anceint ages- Poet Kalidasa refers to one such in 
his Meghasandesa 11.15 (JTr^T^WT 

This is a very ancient structure; atid one constantly referred to 
in the early works such as the Stalapuranam etc. The indeciphera¬ 
ble inscriptions and the various statues and alto relievos point to 
a very early age when this cou T d have been constructed. Keed* 
less to say that even what we now see there cannot but be mere¬ 
ly later renovations during the Pandya and Nayak dynasty some 
of whose statues adorn this place now. The sacredness ol the 
place is buried in the mystery of the past. 

The Temple Wooden Carvings. 

Hot hours, but days it would require for studying A 
grace and beauty of the exceedingly wonderful carvings 
wood one is fortunate enough to meet with in this TeH»J 
Some old door frames containing some of the best carving* 
now carefully preserved in the Museum. The two wtissne ' 
entrance doors in the Thou da man Gopuram covering & 
of some 9' x 18\ have some of the most exquisite and^ 
irvings known in these parts. These doors are very * 

year a in age. They re 
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the 


in number depicting the various a£pec ^ 
episodes of both Stva and Vishnu without 
distinction. They arc all executed with the greatest 
tc skill* Scholars are of opinion that these are some of the 
and most beautiful carvings in wood that they have ever 
met w ith " 

Mural Paintings in the Vasa nth* Mandapam, 

When visiting the Vasantba Mandapam, one should not 

also miss to see the beautiful fresco paintings in colour of 

various scenes from the Rmnayana and various scenes from the 

Jfahabaratba in the ceilings and portions of the walls of this 

structure around tin- four Cloistral walks surrounding the central 

Mandapam and in the central mandapam also; They speak of the 

dexterity of the artist of centuries now gone by. 

Other items of importance. 

The Katin Mandapam and the Tandalai Kovil ruins 

are seen on the way to Sri Ndopura Ganga, after a hath in the 

X a ray ana Va.pi. The next Thirtham and spring to Isa visited is the 

Hanumar Thirtham and shrine and then the Garuda ThirEham 

and shrine- Then wo pass by the Sola Malai M&adajpam on our left 

side to the Noopur Gang* at the Madhavee Mandapam. 

scenery here is simply charming and bewitching. It* one vt 

the finest beauty spots in South India. Wb« «« tbeda^ee 

or pilgrim or the traveller 0W he orpats l.nnself P act,- 

1 TT e is loath to depart and 

cally- enchanted by the {or actual experience and enjoy- 

return back. T*" 3 ■'^und to be absolutely inadequate. Owing 
ment. Description ^ ^ tbe hyena, the bison, 

to the existence c , vollU not stay there in the nigh 

the porcupine, etc V tllorol ,ghly dilapidated has jse 
Now tlie building *"■' llro tectcd with bars of iron 

completely renovate, ^ Jhere ihe niehts also can eo 

that those who ‘ D room n | s0 is const, 

veniently stay. 
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Panda vat* Padukkai, 

Students of History and Archaeology will not rest 

on a visit to Sri Alagar if they do not visit the 
Pane ha Pandavar cave in the Hills about half a mile east of 
Temple through a steep and dangerous ascent* with no bea 
track to trace his way; for, in some places he would haveTo 
walk on an apology for a foot path, in another he would have 
to fix his weary legs on a tottering iron foot ladder provided 
by the Government, in certain places walking over a slippery 
boulder smooth and sleaky, and in other places often lying down 
and crawling like a crab through a small crevice in the rock; for, 
the short bight of the place here will not enable one to walk erect; 
after all these, one will finally reach a haven of safety with a 
spring filled with ambrosial water, Ixmeath the shades of a bulk) 
banyan tree and disclosing a big cavern. Seated in the cave 
one can see the world spread out licfore one with all its charm 
and glory* The verdant valleys below, the bright and beaming 
sun, the cool zephyr all enveloped as it were within the 
blue expansive canophv of the skies, make one feel as if one is 
put in tune with the infinite* This cavern has a small hal 
inside and a number of stone beds of different sizes from & to 
9 ft, in length and from 2 to 3 ft. in breadth. 'The Brahi 
inscriptions of the 3rd century 13. C* and the quaint figui 
engraved thereon will murmur to the interested student whs 
part the Jain and the Buddhist monks have been playing in the 
parts in those remote ages- One may notice there, an image 
engraved in a Siddasana posture- It is stated that it is noted 
in the inscription there that it was the work of the famous Ajj 
nandhi (referred to in the Jivaka Chmtamani also) the gr* 
South Indian Jaina teacher of repute and widely known in 
Jaina centres like Anamali, Aivarmalai, Uthamapalay ftTTl elc 

j ust above this cavern, on a big boulder, ther^pSI 
interesting inscription in Rrabnai characters also 
of the 3rd century B. C, The inscription is hif 
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it is considered to be one of the earliest 


til Nad- The fact of the 


cavern having been 


Maran 


it was and of the Spring having been properly 
01 due to the charity of one Tara Am and Sri Kai_ 
e names are noted there. Two other names are deciphered 
w ’the Epigraph ists as Vanigan Ned umaran and Vanigan t)] a - 
”than are supposed by scholars to have been the occupants 
g f the Cave. These early Buddhists were very particular in the 
Section of the spots for their Tapasya- Compare the following 
(jescriphon of a cave at Nf ah in tala sir ■ 1 51 & r to the above hill cave 
w-bEch Rhys Davids gives at pp, 230 and 281 of his work on Bud¬ 
dhism:- “Here on this precipitous western side of the hill, under a 
large mass of granite rock at a spot which, completely shut out 
from the world affords a magnificent view of the plains below, 
he (Mahinda, Asoka’s son) had his study hollowed out and steps 
rut in the rock by which alone it could be reached. There also 
the stone couch which was carved out of the solid rock, still exists 
with holes either for curtain rods or for a protecting balustrade 
beside it- The great rock effectively protects the ca^e from the 
heat of the sun, in whose warm light the broad valley below is 
basking. Not a sound reaches it from the plain, now one far - 

retching forest, but then f ull of busy homesteads.. 1 shall not 

easily forget the day when 1 first entered that lonely cool and 
^Ete chamber so simple, and yet so beautiful where more t an 
2000 thousands years ago the great teacher of on ^ . 

»°d taught and worked through the long 3*ars ° yL 

.« useful life”. I low ercact in almost -ary ***** 

«ve with the cave of these HBta - 

**da , tni n wonder and surprise, cou ^ COIlstrllc , el 3 this 

hl ntself on his way to Ceylon halted - roodd |» 

|®4fre and later constructed the Mabint a 

Novations and Thirwpp** 11 *- . deV Atees of the 

These have been done «»«“"** * -- 

from kings to peasants J* • 
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[FatE 


of a mansion bttzzing with. life of the 
f ^ouse-hold. He may come across with a 
( ' r or a grinding stone which an householder, fletm, 
from a murderous invader, would have found useL, 
j-.flicult to c&xty* H the visitor is more fortunate, vessc^. 
Seosils or trinkets and jewels and coins too may be his lot. 

u p_ He can pick up also cannon balls that have been 
I available in decent numbers. Here and there he will meet with 
%urnp3 of pillars and ruined shrines and temples mutely murmur’ 
Mng their tale ofpvoc- Who knows that there may not be treasures 
f 0 f art and civilization and knowledge underneath these mounds 
| an d ruins richer and more glorious and instructive than those of 
a L«Jtar'or a Mohnnjo Daro, or a Harappa (Kara Fade). For 
these arc the ruins of a city that once was the caprta! of Queen 
P and then of the Pandia, Kayak and vanous other 

dynasties. 
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